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Newbury & District Organists’ Association, (NDOA), founded in 1980, aims to encourage interest in organ music amongst
players and all enthusiasts. A recital is given by visiting organists, from the local area and further afield, at St. Nicolas Church,

Newbury, on the second Thursday of each month, except May and in December when it is held at Newbury Methodist
Church. Playing visits are made to other organs and enthusiasts are welcome at these events too.

2025 THURSDAY ORGAN RECITALS AT 1:10pm at St. Nicolas, Newbury
OCTOBER 9th Roy Woodhams (Rector & Area Dean, Cranleigh, Surrey)
NOVEMBER 13th Nat Keiller (Windsor)
DECEMBER 11th at NEWBURY METHODIST CHURCH

Clive Grant (Crewkerne)
2026 THURSDAY ORGAN RECITALS AT 1:10pm at St. Nicolas, Newbury
JANUARY 8th John Halsey (Windsor Parish Church)
FEBRUARY 12th Gillian Blythman (Thatcham)
MARCH 12th Chris Totney (St Benet Fink Church, Tottenham)

APRIL 9th Christopher Sears (St. John the Evangelist, Newbury)
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many thanks to St. Nicolas Parochial Church Council & Newbury Methodist Church for the use of the
venues and facilities, and to the people who work behind the scenes to make these recitals enjoyable.

Forthcoming Recitals see also organrecitals.uk
St Lawrence Church, Alton, GU34 2BW. Thursday 18 September, 1.00 -
1.50pm. Organ recital by Richard Walshaw (former DoM, The Judd School).
Refreshments available from 12.30pm.

St Matthew’s Church, Midgham, RG7 5UW. Friday 19th September at 6pm
Organ recital by Gillian Blythman. Admission Free, Retiring collection proceeds
to restoration of organ in St Mary’s, Thatcham.

Windsor Parish Church of St John the Baptist. Wednesday 24 September,
7pm. Organ recital by John Challenger (Assistant Organist, Salisbury
Cathedral). The recital will be followed by refreshments. Tickets £10, which are
available from the Windsor Festival website.

St Lawrence’s Church, Hungerford, Saturday 27th September at 1pm
Lunchtime organ recital celebrating “Play the Organ Year” by Gillian Blythman.
Admission Free, Retiring collection.

Newbury and District Organists' Association

presents a

Lunchtime
Organ Recital

given by

STEPHEN
HOLMES

(St. Michael and All Angels’ Church, Lambourn)

Thursday, 11th September 2025
at 1:10 pm

at St Nicolas Church,
Bartholomew Street, IA@
Newbury, RG14 5HG ..

Admission Free ~ Retiring Collection



STEPHEN HOLMES

Stephen Holmes started studying the organ with William
Nutter at Rochdale Parish Church at the age of 14. His
first appointment as organist was at St. Peter’s Church,
Newbold. In 1968 he went up to Brasenose College,
Oxford to read Engineering Science. For many years he
sang with Oxford Bach Choir and the Oxford Harmonic
Society. In 1975 he was awarded a D.Phil. for his
research into the electron microscopy of metallic
defects. In 1979 he left Oxford to pursue a career writing
computer systems software and moved to Bracknell.
From 1980 to 1983 he was the organist of All Souls’
Church, South Ascot. During this time he sang with the
Reading Bach Choir. In 1987 he moved to Lambourn and
in 1993 was appointed organist of St. Michael and All
Angels’ Church. In 1994 he started the tradition of
conducting a choral concert by the augmented church
choir every Good Friday. For many years, Stephen also
sang and performed with Newbury Chamber Choir.

Programme

Thomas Tomkins (1572 — 1656)
Voluntary in C (Mus. Brit. V No. 30)

Dieterich Buxtehude (1637 — 1707)
Ciacona in E minor

John Stanley (1713 - 1786)
Voluntary in A minor (Op. 7 No. 8)

Jehan Alain (1911 - 1940)
Aria

Josef Rheinberger (1839 —1901)
Cantilene in F (Sonata No. 11)

Herbert Howells (1892 — 1983)
Master Tallis’s Testament (Six Pieces No. 3)

Kenneth Leighton (1929 — 1988)
Paean
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