
2022/3 THURSDAY ORGAN RECITALS AT 1:10pm at St. Nicolas, Newbury 

APRIL 14th Christopher Sears (St. John the Evangelist, Newbury) 

JUNE 9th Alistair Davis (St. John, Stockcross) 

JULY 14th Rosemary Evans (St. Alphage, Burnt Oak, Edgware) 

AUGUST 11th Andy Baldwin (St. Mary, Shinfield) 

SEPTEMBER  8th Stephen Holmes (St. Michael & All Angels, Lambourn) 

OCTOBER 13th Roy Woodhams (Rector & Area Dean, Cranleigh, Surrey) 

NOVEMBER 10th Jonathan Holl (Windsor) 

DECEMBER 8th Clive Grant (Crewkerne, Somerset) at Newbury Methodist Church 

JANUARY 12th John Halsey (Windsor Parish Church) 

FEBRUARY 9th Gillian Blythman (Thatcham) 
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Newbury & District Organists’ Association, (NDOA), founded in 1980, aims to encourage interest in organ music amongst 
players and all enthusiasts. A recital is given by visiting organists, from the local area and further afield, at St. Nicolas Church, 
Newbury, on the second Thursday of each month, except May and in December when it is held at Newbury Methodist 
Church. Playing visits are made to other organs and enthusiasts are welcome at these events too. 

NDOA ADVANCED BACH MASTERCLASS with RICHARD BRASIER 
St. Mary, Shaw-cum-Donnington, Church Road, Newbury. RG14 2DR 

Saturday 2nd April 2022—11.00am—2.00pm. 
 
Friday 18th March: 12.30—1.15pm, Minster Church of St. Mary the  
Virgin, Reading. Organ Recital by Andrew Prior (London). Admission free. 
Retiring Collection. 

 

Newbury and District Organists' Association 

Lunchtime 
Organ Recital 

Thursday, 10th March 2022 
at 1:10 pm 

(Director of Church & Community Music, Fulbourn, Cambridge) 

given by 

CHRIS 
TOTNEY 

at St Nicolas Church,  
Bartholomew Street,  
Newbury, RG14 5HG 

presents a 

Admission Free  Retiring Collection 



Chris Totney hails from Stourbridge, West Midlands, where he first started learning the organ with Andrew 
Fletcher, before moving on to Durham University to continue his studies with Keith Wright. Whilst in Durham, 
he released a CD as conductor of University College Chapel Choir under the Lammas label and spent two years 
as Organ Scholar at the cathedral under the direction of James Lancelot. 
 
Chris spent the first 15 years of his professional career in Wiltshire, working as Assistant Director of Music at 
Dauntsey’s School and latterly as Director of Keyboard Studies at St. Mary’s School, Calne. Additionally, he was 
Assistant Organist to the Edington Festival of Music within the Liturgy for ten years, before standing down to 
help develop the Diocese of Salisbury’s PipeUp Scheme for young organists. He has previously served on the 
committees of the Salisbury Diocesan Music in Worship and Choral Festival groups, as well as the Wessex 
branch of the RSCM. As a pianist, he has been called upon to be a guest performer with the North Wiltshire 
Symphony Orchestra and has made appearances alongside Andrew Carwood, Bob Chilcott, John Rutter and 
Gordon Stewart as a workshop accompanist at large-scale regional events. 
 
Chris is also an occasional choral composer and, in 2011, his work ‘The Mystery of Christ’ was one of two 
winning entries at the King James Bible Composition Awards and is published by the RSCM, along with a very 
accessible set of unison-voice Evening Canticles originally written for Durham Cathedral and Choir School. In 
2018, a brand new set of canticles was commissioned for the Choral Festivals in the Dioceses of Bath & Wells 
and Salisbury, shortly followed by a new setting of Psalm 100 for the Metropolitan United Church Choir School, 
Ontario, Canada. Most recently, his anthem ‘God of all creation’ was the winning entry in last year’s RSCM 
Music Sunday Composition Competition. 
 
Alongside his school and diocesan work, Chris also directed the thriving parish choir of St John the Baptist 
Church, Devizes, until last summer, touring a number of UK cathedrals as well as a trip to Latvia in 2018. He has 
now moved with his wife Jennifer, and young daughter Rosie, to Cambridge, where he is Director of Church and 
Community Music in the village of Fulbourn. In addition, after several years of hard study, Chris completed the 
Royal College of Organists’ Fellowship Diploma examination earlier this year. 

CHRIS TOTNEY FRCO 

Prelude & Fugue in F minor, BWV 534 ......................................  

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

Voluntary on the Old 100th ..............Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 

 

Theme and Variations ............ Hendrik Andriessen (1892-1981) 

 

Adagio in E ........................................ Frank Bridge (1879-1941) 

 

Chorale Improvisation on ‘Lobe den Herren’ 

  ................................................ Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 

 

Voluntary in G ................................... John Stanley (1712-1786) 

 

¢ǿƻ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ‘Six Short Pieces for Organ’ ....................  

  ................................................. Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

  No. 1: Tranquillo ma con moto 

  No. 3: Aria 

 

Tuba Tune ................................... Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971) 

 

PROGRAMME 


