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I need to tell you of the extraordinary situation this Association, like so many others, found itself in 
from early last year. Despite the tough environment though, we have struggled on through, 
continuing where possible to achieving our aims. 
 
The recital series for 2020 was of course curtailed, with only five programmes making it to 
performance. 
 

January  John Halsey 
February  Gillian Blythman 
March  Chris Totney 
October Roy Woodhams 
December Rosemary Evans 
 

As ever, our thanks go to all the recitalists who, not only provided our audiences with top quality, 
enjoyable music, but have assisted the Association in achieving its goal of promoting the art of 
organ playing and encouraging an appreciation of its music. 
 
The recitals could not go ahead without the support and administration provided by members of 
the Committee, the Association at large, and supporters from St Nicolas’ Church and Newbury 
Methodist Church.  This year in particular, I would like to thank everyone who has put in so much 
effort behind the scenes before, during and after recitals, to ensure that, despite the restrictions, 
the music was able to shine through in the end. 
 
Although we have had a busy schedule of visits planned over the year, all of the planned trips in 
2020 have had to be postponed.  These include: 
 

- Playing visits to Hungerford Roman Catholic and Parish Churches, 
- A playing visit to Winchester Cathedral, 
- A visit to organ builders J.W Walker and Sons and a playing visit in Devizes, and 
- An advanced Bach class with Richard Brasier. 

 
Rest assured, these visits remain firmly on the Committee’s agenda so here’s hoping that we can 
see most of them to fruition, if not this year, then next. 
 
It is hugely regrettable that the Association’s Bursary scheme was not able to take place last year.  
It is however, heartening that we continue to bear the fruits of previous schemes.  This afternoon 
we will see and hear four Association members.  Three of these are alumni bursars, and I’m sure 
you will agree that they represent exactly the type of talent the scheme was designed to nurture. 
 
In short, 2020 was not one of our most busy.  I’m sure that you, like I do, have a huge longing to 
get back to life with full fervour when normality returns.  Whether you are an organ player or a 
lover of its music, I hope your 2021 will bring you the enjoyment you are seeking. 
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