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One year ago at the 2020 NDOA AGM we would never have imagined that we would be 

having the next AGM via Zoom.  What a time it has been with events suddenly being 

cancelled or postponed as from last March and not knowing when things would get back to 

normal.  The atmosphere at the October recital, the first after a long gap since April, was 

amazing with the audience being so pleased to have a live event taking place in spite of 

having to sit spaced out due to social distancing.  I was astonished that there were 40 

people in the audience.  We had the disappointment of having to cancel the November 

recital and then excitement again as the December one did go ahead with 35 attending.  (I 

had several apologies from people with dentist appointments who regretted that they could 

not be there – a new sign of the times).  Our biggest loss in 2020 was the 4th annual NDOA 

Bursary Scheme and this resulted in a drop in membership for the first time since I became 

Chair in 2010.  In fact the previous year we were mentioned by the IAO as having the second 

highest increase in membership nationally.  Hopefully we will be able to get back to some 

semblance of normality as the vaccination programme takes effect. 

 

We have continued having committee meetings via Zoom and this has meant I have been 

able to remain as Chair even though I am now based in London.  I hope that from next year 

someone else will be able to take over so that our work will be continued in the Newbury 

area.  We are very grateful for all the hard work that the committee do so I would like to say 

thank you to all of you.  Two of the key roles are those of Hon. Secretary and Hon. 

Treasurer.  I have been very grateful for Andrew Cox’s expertise at hosting meetings via 

Zoom, and especially for all the extra technical skills needed to host this AGM.  David Oats 

has settled into the role of Hon. Treasurer very well working with Barry Gowers during the 

handover and sorting out the Nat West Bank with great efficiency!  John Pynn has continued 

to manage the membership list and Andy Stancliffe has been in charge of the website. The 

other committee members to thank are Gill Blythman, Steve Bowey, Clive Grant, Julian 

Holloway and Trevor Maines, who was co-opted on to the committee in March. 

 

Thank you also to the general membership of NDOA for your support.  We are obviously 

extremely grateful for this during these unprecedented times and a decision was made by 

the committee to reduce the NDOA subscription for this year only to reflect the lower level 

of events possible.  We have to hope that things will get back to normal next year so the 

previous subscription amounts should be restored in 2022.  Thank you to those of you who 

have made a donation on top of the subscription, which is now Gift Aided, thanks to our 

new Hon. Treasurer, David Oats. 
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I should say at this point that in one of our committee meetings last year mention was made 

of the possibility of putting recordings of organ music on YouTube.  This challenge was taken 

up by Gill Blythman who recorded a replacement recital for her cancelled February one so I 

hope that you were all able to listen to this splendid recording when I sent it out to you all.  I 

was turning out the other day and I came across a recording of the first organ recital in the 

NDOA Lunchtime Series given in 1985 by myself.  It was on cassette tape and the miracle 

was that it still worked!  It was lovely to hear the pipe organ again in St. Nicolas, which was 

shut down in 2012, now desperately in need of restoration.  That is another project that we 

need to keep alive. 

 

At the end of the AGM we will be playing YouTube clips of 4 NDOA members, 3 of whom 

have been on the NDOA Bursary Schemes.  One of these is student member, Toby Wright, 

who was awarded a Bursary and also a Scholarship for organ, piano and singing at St. 

Edward’s School, Oxford.  Having previously studied with NDOA teachers, his organ teacher 

now is Mr. Gabs Damiani.  Toby is now studying for Grade 8 organ and piano. The other 

student member is Matthew Prior who is already Grade 8 on Piano, Horn and Recorder and 

is organist at St. Mary’s, Greenham.  The adult member playing today from our previous 

Bursary Scheme is our Webmaster, Andy Stancliffe, who has been playing regularly in 

different churches.  So, the benefits of our NDOA Bursary Schemes are very evident.  Only 

time will tell as to what we will be able to organise this year.  Events will hopefully slot back 

into our calendar as we learn to live with Covid19. 

Now my annual plea to subscribe to the IAO magazine, Organists’ Review – it really is very 

good value and only comes out quarterly if you feel that you are short of reading time.  You 

can subscribe to an online version too.  The IAO Music Festival hopefully will be taking place 

in Edinburgh this year as it was postponed in 2020 due to the pandemic.  A final decision will 

be made at the IAO Council Meeting in March.  I have been a Trustee on the IAO Council 

since 2018.  I do hope that you have been receiving the IAO Email Newssheets, which come 

out 4 times a year.  Please do let me know if you have not been put automatically on this 

mailing list. 

 

Sadly, we lost one of our founder members in 2020.  Robert Willis was there from the 

beginning when NDOA was started in 1980.  He held various positions in the organisation, 

including being the first Webmaster, and this was in the very early days of the internet.  He 

was very helpful to me when I took over as Chair showing me how to use Microsoft 

Publisher that I do the recital programmes and posters on.  Though he was not an organist 

himself he had a keen interest and knowledge about pipe organs and organ music, and 

indeed used to attend the annual IAO Congress.  We miss him greatly. 

 

Rosemary Evans 26.2.21 
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