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2018 saw our second Bursary Scheme for applicants new to the organ, and as a change to our first scheme in 2017, we also allowed candidates who had already had at least 3 hours tuition to apply as well.  We had 13 candidates (7 under-18s and 6 adults).  8 were new to the scheme (5 of these were under 18s) and the others consisted of 3 under-18s and 2 adults.  4 NDOA organ teachers each gave 3 hours of tuition to every applicant.  As before we held two group sessions, one in September, here at St. Matthew, Midgham, to introduce the scheme and to hear everyone play a piece of their own choice i.e. a piano piece, a hymn or an organ piece, and the second one today, at the same venue, to hear what the pupils had been learning in their lessons.  The first group session was observed by the President of Berkshire Organists’ Association as they are keen to start their own scheme.  It has been very exciting to hear news of applicants’ progress, future plans for the organ and continuing lessons on a private basis.

Of course, the Bursary Scheme does not happen by itself and many hours of work go on in the background.  The committee have decided to pursue the scheme for another year and we are determined to seek out potential candidates, widening our field to include other churches apart from Anglican ones and to be more pro-active in advertising.  Huge thanks go to the committee for all their help organising the Bursary Scheme.   Richard Foster has helped with the administration, whilst also keeping the website up-to-date.  I would also like to thank the NDOA organ teachers, Gillian Blythman, Steve Bowey, Clive Grant (and myself) for being so efficient fitting the lessons into their schedules and encouraging their pupils.  I am very grateful to Barry Gowers who has continued to maintain the accounts and look after the Charity Commission paperwork.  Andrew Cox has acted as Hon. Secretary and John Pynn has kept the membership lists up-to-date.  .  The other committee members, Gill Blythman, Steve Bowey, Clive Grant and Linda Davies (who was recently co-opted as our direct link with St. Nicolas), have also contributed.  Ann Turner has continued to organise our social events with her usual efficiency although she decided last year not to remain on the committee.  She is also invaluable at helping out at the lunchtime organ recitals.

Membership numbers increased to 75 from 61, including 10 students, partly due to the fact that we decided that a requirement of applicants of the 2018 Bursary Scheme was to join NDOA.  We are very grateful to everyone who has voluntarily contributed a donation on top of their subscription towards the costs of this scheme.  We also applied for a grant to the IAO for £300 and we were successful.
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Sadly, one of our members, Tony Foster-Waite, died on 30th September, after several falls over the summer.  He was the retired local organ builder whose contributions to NDOA were outstanding with his annual talks on his and his wife Eileen’s lifetime experiences in the job.  His funeral on 18th October was attended by several NDOA members.  I am grateful to Mark Jameson of BOA for the following: ‘Tony was born on 20th March 1936 and grew up in Weymouth, his early passions were for the sea and roller skating.  His skating skills resulted in selection to take part in a summer show where he was billed as “The Little Whirlwind on Wheels”. 
Every year Rotarians in Weymouth chose two boys to support – one to be educated at Eton, the other financially through an apprenticeship.  As a result of the summer show in 1951 he was selected as the apprentice.  He was sent to the Rotunda works in London’s Old Kent Road and interviewed by Henry Willis III and so, started his career in organ building.  Quite early on he was regularly tuning the organ at St Paul’s Cathedral, different parts each Friday.  Tony often recalled an incident when Harry Gabb [Assistant Organist 1946-1974] called on him to fix a fault just prior to a service, then being by the console, he asked him to play the first hymn.  In those days, the console was inside the north case [the current position came with the 1977 Mander renovation].
In 1968 Tony decided he wished to trade under his own name.  This he did until retirement in 2011 when he sold the business to Brownes of Canterbury.  After retirement he still enjoyed his music, particularly classical and modern jazz.  Sadly, medical issues in recent years weakened him and he passed peacefully on 30th September 2018.
Tony wanted his name to appear as an organ builder and I have traced four instruments that he is recorded as building from new:
Berkshire/Yattendon St Peter & St Paul - in 1981 and 2004 - as 2 manuals, 10 stops [2/10]
Hampshire/Ashford Hill St Paul – in 1979 & 1999 – 2/21
Hampshire/Gosport St Joseph – 1976 2/7
Hampshire/Whitchurch Methodist – 1986 2/12

There are numerous others where he has relocated older organs and rebuilt into new instruments.  His tuning round was about 125 instruments.  His work can be found in Berkshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Surrey, West Midlands, Wiltshire and in Worcester Park, London.     The work Tony achieved can be found in three documents easily accessed on the internet – a brochure about the rebuild at St John and St Helens, Wroughton, Wiltshire; rebuilding of the 2/21 organ at St Luke’s in Bournemouth in 1985 and the period of work carried out at Sussex University Meeting House at Falmer.  The National Pipe Organ register lists 70 organs where his work is recorded’.
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The average attendance at the regular 11 monthly lunchtime recitals at St. Nicolas, Newbury, in 2018 was 43, 3 up from last year, and the average donation was £4.25, an increase of 50p per person.  We had a new player in December, Clive Grant, although his recital was moved to Newbury Methodist Church as there had been a double booking at St. Nicolas.  This was the first time in 33 years that this has happened.  We were made most welcome and I would particularly like to thank Gillian Moore, the organist there, who was very organised and seemed to be one step ahead of me each time I phoned her about one aspect or another.  Ann Turner very kindly hosted an NDOA Tea Party on Saturday 7th June at her home and our annual lunch was held at The Woodpecker on Saturday 13th October, again organised by Ann.  We had a playing visit to Portsmouth Cathedral, kindly organised by Andrew Cox, on Saturday 24thNovember and 6 members enjoyed exploring the instrument there.  3 members gave a recital in this church, Gill Blythman, Steve Bowey and myself.  Steve Bowey gave a recital in Worcester Cathedral, written up in the Newbury Weekly News by one of our 2018 Bursary candidates, Amanda Salter.

And now to IAO Matters – After 6 years on the IAO Advisory Committee, which has now been abolished, I was elected as a member of Council at the IAO AGM in Peterborough  There will be no IAO Music Festival in 2019, however, members are encouraged to attend the OrganFest weekend in Cardiff from Friday 6th to Sunday 8th September, promoted jointly by the IAO with the RCO and BIOS.
Finally, do please consider taking out a subscription to ‘Organists’ Review’, which is also available on-line.  There is the possibility that this journal will be dis-continued if more subscribers are not found. One of our 2018 Bursary student members, Toby Wright, had a story published in the December edition, ‘Noah and Salisbury’s Big Box of Whistles’, which is well worth reading.

Finally, an article in the Daily Telegraph caught my eye on 2nd April 2018 headed ‘Fewer church organists mean worshippers sing along to tapes’.  I hope that the work we are doing will help to prevent this sort of thing happening in 2019.

Rosemary Evans  23.2.19
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