Honorary Secretary's Report to the NDOA AGM 2019


2018 was another busy year for performances.  The Association’s usual series of lunchtime recitals have been much enjoyed by audiences.  Last year recitalists were:

January	John Halsey of Windsor Parish Church
February	Gillian Blythman of Thatcham
March		Christine Wells of St. Mary the Virgin, Hambleden
April		Chris Totney of St. Mary’s School, Calne and St. John’s, Devizes
June		Alistair Davis of St. John’s, Stockcross
July		Rosemary Evans of St. John the Evangelist, Newbury
August		Jane van Tilborg of St. John the Baptist, Snape
September	Stephen Holmes of St. Michael and All Angels’, Lambourn
October	Roy Woodhams, Rector at Cranleigh, Surrey
November	Jonathan Holl of Windosr
December	Clive Grant of St. George’s, Wash Common

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to these recitals which, as usual, were held at St. Nicolas’ Church, Newbury, Gillian Blythman Steve Bowey and Rosemary Evans each gave interesting recitals here at St. Matthew’s, Migham.  Additionally, Steve Bowey gave a recital at Worcester Cathedral in March.

I am sure you will join me in offering my thanks to all those who have taken part in the Association’s recital series both in performance and in organisation and logistics.  The Association stands and supports many causes but principal among them are promoting the art of organ playing and encouraging an appreciation of organ music.  The recital series is a key tool in delivering these goals.

I would further like to add that many of the recitalists are active teachers in their own right, and many have been involved in teaching for our own bursary scheme.  I thank them for this - it is heartening to see first-hand, the enviable quality of their playing and the extent of their knowledge.

In November six members were fortunate enough to be able to attend a playing visit to Portsmouth Cathedral.  Having received an interesting and informative introduction and demonstration by the Cathedral’s Director of Organist and Director of Choristers, Dr David Price, participants enjoyed an opportunity to play the recently-restored Nicholson instrument.

Following on from the success of the previous year’s educational scheme and partly in response to ever-increasing national awareness of the shortage of organists in the country, the new Bursary Scheme was launched in September.  Following much the same format as we used in the previous year the recent programme consisted of fourteen participants.  The Committee was particularly pleased to see a mixture of new applicants and a number of returning students who wished to develop their playing from initial instruction in last year’s scheme.

The scheme was bookended by sessions here at Migham and I would like to thank the Church and, in particular Richard Foster for enabling this to happen.  Thanks must also go to the IAO who approved a grant of £300 in support of the scheme.

I would also like to congratulate one of the scheme members - Toby Wright – on having an original and very interesting article published in the December issue of the Organists’ Review.


I am sure you will agree that the Association has enjoyed an exciting and eventful year.  Again, I would personally like to thank all of those who have assisted in making it so.


Andrew Cox
Hon. Secretary
February 2019
